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AIM:

To ensure the safety of firefighters when using alternate transport methods to travel to incidents.
INTRODUCTION:

When firefighters are attending incidents it is imperative that the safety of any firefighter is not compromised. It is incumbent upon the FCO and all members down through the chain of command, to ensure the greatest degree of safety is followed when involved in an incident. This SOP will assist crew leaders and Firecom operators to maintain knowledge of the whereabouts and safety of firefighters when using private vehicles.
REFERENCES:

Rural Fires Act 1997

Service Standard 1.1.4  Health & Safety

Work Cover

                                                                                                                                                                   OV - 05 -1       Notification

On notification of an incident call by pager or other means, members should proceed to the fire station, unless otherwise directed by Firecom or Duty Officer.

OV- 05- 2        Additional Crew Providing Assistance
On arrival at the fire station, and if all units have already left the station, the following must apply :-

1. Contact Firecom advising of additional crew strength available at the station.

2. Firecom will contact (if possible at the time) the Incident Controller / Officer in Charge to ascertain if additional crew are required at the incident and can be safely accommodated on the fireground.

3. If additional crew are required , Firecom will arrange with the IC / OIC for a safe meeting place where the additional crew can meet. If necessary members may be required to form composite crews with other brigades. If additional crew are not required, communication with Firecom must be made  to determine whether they are still required to standby at the station.

4. If the brigade requires additional crew to be sent to the incident, a suitable and safe location is to be arranged between the IC/OIC and Firecom.

5. If necessary another unit may be sent to pick up the additional crew from their station.

6. The IC/OIC will task members that have arrived on scene in private vehicles.

7. If the tankers/units on scene at a bush/grass fire already have a full crew, the additional crew members will be advised to leave the incident ground, or to standby in a safe area to await the arrival of additional units that may need additional crew.

OV – 05 – 3           Members Passing the Incident Whilst En Route to the Station

Members that are proceeding to the station that come across the incident without the brigade on scene are to continue to the station to ensure that a crew is available to respond. This should occur unless there is an immediate danger to life or property, and that member can safely render assistance without jeopardising the response of the brigade and their own safety.

OV – 05 – 4           Use of Vehicles, Incident Ground Safety and General Operations

1. Members in private vehicles must obey the road rules and regulations at all times.
2. PPE must be donned prior to arrival at the incident ground.

3. Members proceeding to an incident must be aware of hazards such as traffic, power lines, hazardous materials, road obstructions and similar hazards that may cause harm.

4. Members that are with brigades that have two or more units should proceed to their station unless otherwise directed.

5. Additional crew should travel to the incident in one vehicle if possible so as not congest the scene and provide safety in numbers.

6. When attending bush/grass fires private vehicles must remain on main or secondary public roads in a safe position (do not go down tracks or trails), they are not to congest the scene or obstruct other emergency services.

7. Units can only pick up additional crews where there is sufficient safe seating positions available on the vehicle as outlined in SOP OD – 01 -8 Table 4  Maximum Crew Seating for Vehicles.

8. Members may locate in a safe position close to the incident (other than bush/grass fires) providing their vehicles do not hinder the operations of the incident and it is safe to do so. Incidents that occur on Expressways, Motorways and Freeways are excluded due to safety concerns and if additional crew are required they will be transported in an authorised unit.

9. On arrival at the incident the member must make his/her presence known to the IC/OIC. The IC/OIC reports to Firecom the increase in crew strength and the names of person/persons.

10. Any change in location of personnel requires Firecom and the OIC of the brigade to be informed.

11. The IC/OIC is to advise Firecom of any member returning to their station or departing the incident for an alternate location. This is to account for the safety of those personnel and help verify Work Cover claims should they arise.

12. Members in private vehicles may have to return to their station or be stood down if unable to be redeployed with their tanker or any other fire appliance.

13. Any member that forms part of a composite crew will come under the responsibility of that brigade officer. Any directions given by that officer must be carried out.

14. The IC/OIC is responsible for the welfare and safety of members that arrive in private vehicles. Members that arrive in private vehicles must ensure that they also meet their own responsibility and do not compromise their own or others safety.

15. Members attending Prescribed Burns/Hazard reductions must abide by the same conditions outlined in this SOP.

Note :    The use of a private vehicle becomes the responsibility of the owner. This includes damage to, theft of vehicle or contents.      

